
Procedure for Reconsideration of Library Materials

Effective 9/7/2022

 Despite the quality of the selection process, occasional objections to libra1y materials may take place. 
The procedme for handling objections to library materials from parents/guardians of students from 
Marblehead Public Schools is as follows: 

1. Challenged materials will remain available and lesson plans will proceed as scheduled until a
final decision is made.

a. If an individual or group takes action to keep materials from remaining available to
patrons, such as checking it out and failing to return it, the Superintendent or
Superintendent's designee shall request, in writing, the return of the material. If it is not
returned within 30 calendar days from the due date, a bill for the current replacement
cost of the item shall be rendered to the party holding the item.

2. All library material concerns should be initiated with the building principal, who will info1m the
complainant of the fo1mal library materials reconsideration procedure, provide the complainant
with the Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials Form and attempt to resolve the
concerns informally.

3. A request for reconsideration of libra1y materials will not be considered pending until the
complainant returns the Request for Reconsideration ofLibra1y Materials Form to the building
principal. When a complainant returns the Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials
Form to the building principal, the request will be reviewed by the building principal or
principal 's designee for sufficiency. A request for reconsideration may be dismissed by the
principal or the principal's designee for insufficiency if: a) the Request for Reconsideration of
Library Materials F mm is incomplete; b) the complainant indicates that they have not read or
viewed all of the challenged library material on the fmm; or, c) if the LMR Committee has
reviewed the questioned libra1y material and decided the material would remain in use relative
to the same or substantially similar concerns in the last three school years.

4. If the building principal or principal 's designee dete1mines the complaint is sufficient, the
p1incipal will convene a Libra1y Materials Reconsideration (LMR) Committee consisting of:

a. The principal at the school receiving the complaint
b. The libraiy media specialist from the building where the complaint originated
c. One teacher from the building where the complaint originated
d. One PCO member from school where challenge originated
e. One school committee member
f. At the Principal's discretion, 2 students in grades 7-12 may be appointed.

5. The LMR Committee will read and examine the Request for Reconsideration ofLibra1y
Materials Form, the referred mate1ials, and then meet to discuss the material using reviews
from professionally recognized sources and the criteria for selection. The LMR Committee will:

a. Keep in mind the freedom of inquily
1. Interpretations of the Library Bill of Rights

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedorn/librarybill/interpretations
11. American Libra1y Association Academic and Intellectual Freedom

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom












